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Welcome and Opening Sentences        

• Christ calls us to take up our cross and follow him. 

• Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 
 

Prelude  
 

Call to Worship   

We gather in the season of Lent, 

a time to examine our hearts and our lives 

and journey with Christ through the suffering of the world. 

Let us pick up our crosses and follow Christ 

on a path that is lined with God’s love. 

God has marked us as beloved dust 

and called us together to worship.    
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Hymn   Great Is Thy Faithfulness    Glory to God #39 
Great is thy faithfulness, O God, Creator; 

there is no shadow of turning with thee. 

Thou changest not; thy compassions they fail not. 

As thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 

   Refrain:  Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning, new mercies I see. 

All I have needed thy hand hath provided. 

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me. 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 

sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

join with all nature in manifold witness 

to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. 

   Refrain 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 

strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow; 

blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

   Refrain 

 

Prayer of the Day   

God, your Son Jesus Christ bore the cross for our salvation 

and was raised from the dead for the redemption of the world. 

Give us the courage to take up our cross and follow him, 

that through his grace we may accept 

the cost of faithful discipleship 

and receive the joy of everlasting life with Christ, 

who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen.        

 

Call to Confession         

Trusting in God’s promise of salvation, 

let us offer to God our repentance for sin.   
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Prayer of Confession   

O God, you have made us your covenant people, 

marked us as your own and charged us for lives of service. 

Forgive us when we live as if success  

were the worthiest aim 

or independence 

the highest virtue. 

Call us once more to take up our crosses, 

and show us how to follow you. 

Forgive us, O God, and wash us in your mercy. 

Forgive us, O God, and free us to try again. 

A moment of silent prayer.     

 

Declaration of Forgiveness    

God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

Let us live in grateful service to our Lord.    
 

Doxology / Gloria Patri   
 

 

Passing the Peace of Christ         

The peace of our Lord be with you all. / And also with you. 
 

Anthem   Will You Come and Follow Me 
St. Andrew’s Metropolitan Cathedral; Glasgow 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zk6IUalJ3sk  
 

Prayer for Illumination   

Holy Spirit,  

open our hearts to receive your Word, 

reveal to us the good news, 

and enable us to trust in the promise of salvation 

in Jesus Christ. Amen.      
 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zk6IUalJ3sk
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Gospel Reading       Mark 8: 31-38 (NRSV) 

Then [Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 

suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and 

be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 He said all this quite openly. And 

Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and looking at his 

disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are 

setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 34 He called the 

crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 

followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 

For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life 

for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36 For what will it profit 

them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37 Indeed, what can they 

give in return for their life? 38 Those who are ashamed of me and of my words 

in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be 

ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
 

The Word of the Lord / Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon    
 

Response to the Word 

God most compassionate and merciful, 

we thank you that you have come to us 

in Jesus the Servant-Christ, 

whose disciples we are. 

Make us strong in your strength; 

make us wise in your wisdom; 

and make us gentle in your compassion. 

May we be signs of the human unity  

you seek to accomplish through the cross of Jesus Christ, 

that your name may be glorified in all the earth. Amen.    
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Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer   
   

 

God of the covenant, 

you call us to be 

fruitful servants within creation, 

and to offer our lives 

as the foundation of your realm. 

We lay before you  

the desires of our hearts, 

that we may be transformed  

by their fulfillment. 

 

prayers of intercession 

 

Grant, O God, that the prayers we offer 

may be your channel for new and abundant life 

not only hoped for, 

but worked for, 

through faithful word and deed. Amen. 
 

And now, let us pray as Christ has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven …    
 

Presentation of Tithes and Offering      

Invitation to the Offering  

What will it profit us to gain the whole world 

and forfeit our life? 

With all humility, let us make our offering to God, 

trusting not in worldly gain, but in God’s sustaining grace. 

Offertory    
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Offertory Prayer  

Almighty God, we thank you for the covenant 

you established with Abraham and Sarah, 

which you have opened to us through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Accept the gifts we offer 

and lead us to dedicate our lives to you 

so that we may be for the world a sign of your abiding love 

and a testament to your abiding promise. 

In Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

all honor and glory are yours, 

Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The Life of the Church        
 

Charge and Benediction   

Disciples of Jesus, 

do not shun the way of the cross, 

but follow wherever our Lord may lead. 
 

May the blessing of the Triune God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

uphold you on the way. Amen.      
             

 

Today’s Worship Leaders: 

Rev. Kathryn J. Escandell    Chris Leonard 

Beverly Avila      Robert Garza   

Ann Rowland 

              

 

 

FPC McAllen Contact Information: 

Please send mail to: 

P.O. Box 1029; McAllen, TX 78505 

Because we are working from home, the best way to contact the staff is via e-mail: 

Pastor:  fpcpastorkathy@gmail.com 

Church Administrator:  fpchurch@sbcglobal.net 

If the issue is not time-sensitive, you may leave a voice mail at 956-682-2836 
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