
   PRAY WITHOUT CEASING 
First Presbyterian Church, McAllen 

May 24, 2020 

              
 

The Lord Jesus Christ has risen to reign;  

his name is above all names. 

              
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Bagong Kussudiardja; The Ascension 
 

Prelude  
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Call to Worship       from Psalm 47 

All you peoples, clap your hands; 

raise a joyful shout to God. 

For the Most High is awesome, 

glorious over all the earth. 

God has ascended amid shouts of joy and trumpet peals. 

Sing praise to God, sing praise, 

for God is the Most High over all the earth. 

God rules over all the nations; 

God sits upon the holy throne. 

Over all is God exalted. 

We will offer God our praise. 
 

 

 
 

 

        

 
 

Robert Shaw; Ascension at Reachainn 

Prayer of the Day 

God unheld by word or wall; 

power of love beyond all lords of war: 

lift us from dullness and cynical contempt;       

make us ready for your Spirit of transforming fire; 

and turn our hearts to the mending of the world; 

through Jesus Christ, the name above all names. 

Amen. 
 

 

Call to Confession 

Let us bring to God our Confession; 

let us speak honestly of those things in our lives and in our world 

which need to be restored, 

for we are assured of new life 

through the power of Christ’s redeeming love. 
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Prayer of Confession 

You call us to be your witnesses to the ends of the earth 

and you clothe us with power from on high. 

Yet we stand still, our eyes fixed on the heavens, 

as though Jesus will reappear in the clouds to point the way. 

We cling to the past, 

for we find comfort in familiar traditions, 

even if they no longer serve your purposes. 

We fear the future, 

for we cannot imagine a new season of ministry, 

even though you promise to empower us. 

Refocus us, O Lord, 

and fill us with expectant hope 

as we step into the future you will bring. 

Baptize us again with your Spirit 

and enlighten our hearts to discern your will, 

so that we might embody the fullness of Christ 

at work in the world. 
 

A moment of silent prayer. 
 

Declaration of Forgiveness 

Sisters and brothers, 

let us give thanks,  

for the God of all grace 

who calls us to eternal glory in Jesus Christ, 

will restore, support, and strengthen us, this day and always. 

Amen 
 

Passing the Peace of Christ 

The peace of our Lord be with you all. / And also with you. 
 

Time with the Younger Church  When Sadness is At Your Door 
 

Anthem 
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Prayer for Illumination 

God Most High, reigning in glory, 

send down your Spirit of wisdom 

to shine in your heavenly Word, 

so that we may worship you with joy 

continually blessing your name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Gospel Reading      Luke 24: 44-53 (Inclusive Bible) 
 

Then Jesus said to them, “Remember the words I spoke when I was still with 

you: everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the 

psalms had to be fulfilled.”  

   45 Then Jesus opened their minds to the understanding of the scriptures,  
46 saying, “That is why the scriptures say that the Messiah must suffer and rise 

from the dead on the third day. 47 In the Messiah’s name, repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins will be preached to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You 

are witnesses of all this. 

   49 “Take note: I am sending forth what Abba 

God has promised to you. Remain here in the 

city until you are clothed with the power from on 

high.”  

   50 Then Jesus took them to the outskirts of 

Bethany, and with upraised hands blessed the 

disciples. 51 While blessing them, the savior left 

them and was carried up to heaven. 52 The 

disciples worshiped the risen Christ and returned 

to Jerusalem full of joy. 53 They were found in the 

Temple constantly, speaking the praises of God. 

 
     Ekklesia Project; Ascension and Embrace 

The Word of the Lord / Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon     
 

  



 

Page 5 of 8 
 

Response to the Word 

We are witnesses: 

we will testify to Christ’s resurrection in our midst. 

We are the body of Christ, 

called to reveal Christ’s glory and love. 

We will share the love and joy we have found in Christ. 
 

Prayers of the People / Lord’s Prayer 

Loving God, knowing that Christ prays for us, we join our hearts and voices in 

his prayers for the world. 

We come before you seeking to ask the right questions, discern your answers 

and do your will. We cast our anxieties on you, knowing you care for us. 
 

Merciful God, knowing that our ways are not your ways, we humble ourselves 

and ask for your guidance. As we struggle with how to navigate these 

turbulent and frightening times, we pray that you would help us to make 

choices that glorify you and demonstrate our love for our neighbors. Help us to 

look to the interest of others as we being to venture from our homes again. Do 

not let us be a stumbling block to the well-being of the vulnerable and weaker 

among us. 
 

Gracious God, knowing that you refuse to leave us alone, that you run out to 

meet us when we make the slightest turn toward you, that you rejoice 

whenever a lost one is found, we pray for those in greatest need of your 

strength and courage. Comfort those who mourn. Bind up the brokenhearted. 

Feed the hungry. Set the captives free. Enliven us with the Spirit so that we 

may be the light and salt we are called to be in your world. 
 

Almighty God, knowing that you can do abundantly more than we can ever 

hope or imagine, we are bold to ask you for the desires of our hearts. You 

know our deepest needs before we even name them. You send your Son that 

we might have abundant life and our joy might be complete. Resting in your 

promises, we set aside our worry and open our mouths in praise. Knowing that 

your steadfast compassion can be trusted, we acknowledge before you our 

grief for the changes and dangers which have filled our world so quickly. 

Confident that your sovereign grace will prevail, we lift up our hope that even 

now you are making the world new, pouring out upon all your children the 

infinite power and mercy of your healing love.  
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Help us to give thanks in all circumstances, assured that you hold us in the 

palm of your hand and will never let us go. 
 

Generous God, knowing that there is no end to your goodness, we pray to do 

your will, no matter where it takes us or what it requires of us. You give us the 

power of the Holy Spirit to be your witnesses to the ends of the earth. Free us 

from whatever prevents us from being welcoming, generous, and loving 

witnesses to the good news of our Risen Lord. 

Make us one in our service to our Savior Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray 

together, saying: 

Our Father, who art in heaven …  
 

Prayers of the People adapted from 5-24-20 Liturgy written by Jill Duffield; Presbyterian Outlook 
 

Presentation of Tithes and Offering 

Invitation to the Offering 

God has given us the gift of Christ, 

risen and ascended for the life of the world. 

Therefore, let us offer our gifts in return, 

that others may know this glorious news. 

Offertory 

Offertory Prayer 

O God of all glory and majesty, 

we give you thanks for the gift of your Son, 

and his power at work in our lives and our gifts. 

Bless the gifts we offer for the benefits they afford 

in bringing others the good news of your love. 

Bless our lives that we may be your witnesses 

in all that we say and do and are 

as we love and serve you, O God most high.  

Amen. 
 

 

Jesus Mafa; Ascension 
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The Life of the Church  

• Next week is Pentecost Sunday. And it will also be Graduate Recognition 

Sunday for our graduating high-school seniors – Eduardo Flores, Marcos 

Turk, Sebastian Turk.  
 

Charge and Benediction 

God’s Spirit is poured out upon us 

to make our hearts strong with love and bold with praise 

that we may proclaim God’s Son to the ends of the earth. 
 

May the glory of God fill you with praise, 

the beauty of Christ strengthen you in service, 

and the power of the Holy Spirit fill you will peace. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andre Kamba Luesa; Ascension -- Renovate 
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FPC McAllen Contact Information: 

Please send mail to: 

P.O. Box 1029; McAllen, TX 78505 

Because we are working from home, the best way to contact the staff is via e-mail: 

Pastor:  fpcpastorkathy@gmail.com 

Church Administrator:  fpchurch@sbcglobal.net 

If the issue is not time-sensitive, you may leave a voice mail at 956-682-2836 
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